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STAND DOWN  
The Stand Down is coming, the Stand Down is coming ! 

  The Southern Oregon Stand down is 
coming back to the V.A.R.H.S. on 
September 17, 18, and 19th. Southern 
Oregon Stand Down’s motto is “ A 
Project for Veterans in Need”. And 
we have held true to that for almost 
two decades. We hope that you can 
come out, join us, and help a fellow 
veteran that is in need.  

     Southern Oregon Stand down is in 
it’s 19th. year and the second time that 
we have brought the event to the 
Roseburg V.A. campus. In 2008, it 
was an experiment to see if we could 
even make it work and low and be 
hold it was a big success. We thought 
that if we helped a hundred veterans 
we would be doing good. But no, we 
had over three hundred Veterans 
show up for services and over a hun-
dred dependents (wives, husbands, 
S.O.s, and children) also received our 
services. We were amazed by the 
turnout but we were so very happy 
that our event was so successful.  

   This year we are looking at larger 
population of Homeless and Disad-
vantaged Veterans attending our 
event in September. With the return 
of our OEF/OIF  Veterans into our 
communities, we will probably see  

more of those Veterans seeking our ser-
vices. In the last five years we have seen 
more and more OEF/OIF Veterans be-
coming homeless. And every year we 
also see more and more women Veter-
ans needed our services. Actually, the 
population of Homeless and Disadvan-
taged Veterans has been on an increase 
every year that I have been involved 
with the Stand Down. So overall, we 
provide services to almost all Homeless 
and Disadvantaged Veterans.  

  Stand Downs are about reaching out to 
provide much needed services, shelter, 
clothing, winter clothing, showers, great 
meals, and the understanding that WE 
do care about them. A large part of the 
Stand Down is the hope we can give 
them to  focus on a new direction in 
their lives. The ultimate goal is to help 
them to reintegrate back into society and 
find housing and employment. To be-
come a productive member again. 

        Please Come join us and volun-

teer to help another veteran. 

Rick Freund 



News From the 

Flight Line 
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Chapter Committee Members 

 Fundraiser : Chair Jack Miles, Tom Johnson 

 Communication: Chair Steve Roberts 

 Membership: Chair Gary Baxman, Stephen Dick-

inson, Valerie Williams 

 Office Manager: Gary Baxman 

 Government Affairs: Chair Clancy OôDowd, Rick 

Sciapiti 

 Public Relations: John Bewley 

 Newsletter: Editors Rob  & Caryn OôBrien, Pub-

lisher Rick Sciapiti 

 Advertising: Chair Clancy OôDowd, Terry 

Mooney,  Rick Sciapiti 

 Veterans Day Float:: Chair Tom Johnson, Don 

Hegele 

 Avenue of Flags: Chair Terry Pilson 

 Southern Oregon Stand Down : Chair Rick 

Freund 

 Women Veterans: Chair Jane Johnson, Sharon 

Pilson 

AVVA Rep 

Sharon Pilson 

   We had 45 people at the meeting in August.  Among them 

were four new members John Cooley, Gary Mintler, Ron 

James and Jo Ann Compton.  We also had a visitor, Esther 

Ike from Canyonville.  

The Letter Signing Campaign at the County Fair was a huge 

success.  Over 2,500 of letters were signed and are going to 

be sent to the different committees via Congressman De 

Fazio's or Senator Wyden's Office so the letters don’t have 

to go through the Anthrax screening, and arrive too late to 

help us.  As Jim Little said it doesn't matter what you think about 

their politics Wyden & De Fazio have really stood up for the vet-

erans. 

 

US Senator Jeff  Merkley is going to meet with the DCVF on 

Sept. 3rd. 

 

Eagle Landing, the Homeless Facility is progressing nicely. 

 

Rick Freund gave an update on Southern Oregon Stand 

Down.  With the donation from the chapter and another nice do-

nation SOSD is financially sound.  SOSD also got the DOL grant 

to cover the food money, along with the Help America 

Grant.  John Bewley got a 1 Hour (or close to it) eyeglass facility 

put together with a couple of Eye Doctors and a Optician.  

 

Jacob Smith a 5th grade, soon to be 6th grade, student at Fir 

Grove Elementary sent a letter asking if Chapter 805 would help 

him raise the additional $563.00 he needs to get to the National 

Junior Leaders Conference in Washington DC.  He has already 

risen over $2000.00 for the trip.  The chapter raised $180.00 by 

passing the hat and when Jim Little won the 50/50 Drawing he 

donated his $30.50 winnings to Jacob Smith as well, making the 

donation check $210.50.  Terry Mooney wants him to give us a 

report when he gets back. 

The AVVA is going to have a Fall Festival on Oct. 23rd, from 

4:30 to 7 pm at the American Legion.  There will be food, games 

and a costume contest - Adults and Children.  So bring your-

selves and family members. 

 

Rick Sciapiti talked about the veteran’s exhibit at the Museum.  

They are still looking for more photos from your military experi-

ence.  The displays run from the Civil War to the current con-

flicts. 

This year’s Veterans Day Parade Grand Marshals are Medics & 

Corpsman.  Two of the names on the Vietnam Veterans County 

Memorial Plaque where Corpsmen, they will be honored on our 

float.  We are inviting family members to be on the float. 

 

It was brought to the attention of the meeting about the group 

"Oregon Veterans Honorable Service Medal" and  Mr.  

Continued page 3  

ATTENTION: THE LETTER WRITING  

CAMPAIGN TO BOOZ –ALLEN HAS BEEN  

EXTENDED  UNTIL September 30, Email: 

VARHS -Study@bah.com  
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50/50  Winners  

Newman, the guy who was running 

this organization is under investigation 

for Misappropriation of Funds by the 

States Attorney General.  If you put in 

for this medal and gave them a copy of 

your DD-214 he has your personal in-

formation like your SSN, Date of 

Birth, etc., so please keep an eye on 

your personnel information. 

 

Jim Little won $30.50 in the 50/50 

drawing which he donated to Jacob 

Smith, the student mentioned ear-

lier.  We had a second prize of a tote 

bag, which was won by AVVA mem-

ber Judy Oxley. 

 

At the end of the meeting there was an 

auction for a hat that was donated by 

Bill  Bart of  Bart's Gift Box, located in 

the Roseburg Mall.  Linda Mooney 

won the auction at $30.00 

 

Next meeting will be on  Monday 

Sept. 13 one week later because of 

Labor Day. 
 

Caryn 

Judy Oxley                                   Jim Little 

Notes From The Prez  
Boy, our summer is rapidly slip-
ping away!  It has been a very 
busy one for many of us.   

 

Jack Miles has been busy taking 
care of fundraising and I must 
say our treasury is healthier 
than it has ever been.  Many of 
you have come out month after 
month in all types of weather to 
help.  Thank you to everyone 
who has helped.  Remember we 
are taking a break from fund-
raising this month, but will be-
gin again in October.   

 

Gary Baxman has been working 
hard all summer.  Our office is 
well organized and our fiscal 
books are all in order.  Boy, in 
2012 whoever takes over from 
Gary will have it made.  Gary is 
also our Membership Commit-
tee Chairman and has informed 
me  me that we are just a few 
members short of reaching the 
century mark.  Yes, almost 100 
members!  Well over half of 
these are life members.  Thank 
you! To all of you who have 
brought in new members, and 
Gary for all his hard work.  Stop 
in and say hi to Gary in the of-
fice. 

Doug George stepped up to be 
our chapter Secretary last 
month.  Doug has done an out-
standing job thus far.  We have 
good accurate minutes of our 
meetings now thanks to Doug’s  

efforts.  Make sure you thank 
him if you have a chance.  Be 
cautious though as he has a sore 
shoulder.  Thanks Doug. 

 

Many of us will be involved in 
the Southern Oregon Stand 
Down this month.  It runs Sep-
tember 16th through 19th.  Hope 
to see many of our membership 
there.  I will be there during the 
nights providing medical aid.  
This is an odd one for me as in 
1966 the Army was going to 
send me to Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas to become a medic.  I was 
never so happy to see orders 
changing that and sending me 
to advanced infantry training 
instead.  Now I enjoy being a 
First Responder.  Go figure. 
Bring your thermos full of cof-
fee and come visit me. 

As many of you know I was 
elected the Vice President of the 
Douglas County Veterans Fo-
rum (DCVF).  With the DOWN-
SIZING AND OUTSOURCING 
of the Veteran’s Hospital here 
in Roseburg my volunteer 
workload has become more of a 
full time job.  Picketing at the 
Hospital has continued every 
Tuesday morning from 0730 to 
0830 until the 31st of August.  
Since the data input to the re-
view committee has been con-
tinued until the end of Septem-
ber, look for a few more days 
past the 31st.   

Continued page 5  
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EVENTS & INFORMATION 

Chapter Office Hours  M-F  10– Noon 

Charlie Company BBQ , September 11  

-10:00 AM Victory MT. RR Sutherlin 

Ex POW Recognition Day September 

17th VARHS  Auditorium  1-2 PM 
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Can you guess who this is ? Answer in Next 

Months Newsletter, submit your pictures  if you 

want to try and stump the Chapter. 

Last months Mystery Member  

was:   

Rob  Kempton—1969 

   The ladies will meet at Patti Sciapiti's home on Sept. 27th at 6 pm 
to make stamp cards for the vets.  We will have birthday cake for the 
ladies with August through December birthdays. 
 
We voted on making cloth bags and filling them with items for the 
vets, both men and women, at the VA Hospital.  This will be a year 
around project that we will collect items and change the donation 
bags as needed. 
 
Oct 23rd at 4:30 to 7pm will be our first Fall Festival held at the 
American Legion.  We will have lots of food, games and a costume 
contest.  The costume contests will be for adults as well as children. 
 
The next meeting will be Sept. 27th at Patti Sciapiti's home and Oct. 
18th at Abby's Pizza on Stephens at 6:30 pm.  Come join in on the 

activities.                                                            Sharon Pilson                          

Our campaign to save the VA Hospital has gained 

momentum with 12,500 letters being signed at the 

Douglas County Fair in support of our cause.  Re-

member though, this is just one more battle in an on-

going war.  Get ready to fill the sandbags and carry 

our battle to the next phase.  We have gained Na-

tional attention, but we are finding that there is a test 

program called, “Project Hero” that will privatize 

much of the services of the VA.  The VISN20 or 

Northwest region of the VA is one of the four test 

areas for this program.  I hope I have your attention 

regarding this program and what is happening to the 

Roseburg VA.   

I will be working with our high tech guru Rick 

Sciapiti during the next couple weeks to prepare a 

power point presentation for our September meeting 

to bring you all up to speed with what is happening.  

There is just too much to share in the newsletter.  

Plan on attending our September meeting, and Re-

member it is on September 13th this month.   

                                                                      Tom           

12,500 signed letters 

Continued from page 3 

VVA member Dona Brewer delivering signed let-

ters to US Senator  Ron Wyden’s Eugene office. 



Our History and Who it Benefits 

The first Southern Oregon Stand Down was held in 1992 at the 

White City Domiciliary. During those three day events, we as-

sisted  over 8,000 homeless and disadvantaged veterans with the 

help of over 250 volunteers every year. Besides all of the services 

provided by the 40+ service providers, we serve over 1,400 meals 

annually during the 3 days.  

This year  we are bringing this event to Roseburg at the 

V.A.R.H.S. It is a very big challenge but we can do it with the help 

of our community and your help.  Southern Oregon Stand Down 

is a non-profit organization 501c3 (#93-1172350). A letter from the 

IRS is available upon request.  

How does your Organization or Business Benefit from your Dona-

tion 

 Name recognition in the Event Program and local newspapers 

 Radio and TV advertising which takes place during the event 

 A banner at the event thanking you for your sponsorship 

 

If you have more questions, please callðRick Freund Project Co-

ordinator : 541-643-0254-email huey619@charter.net  Terry Pil-

son : 541-957-1057-email vetterryusa@gmail.com 
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CHAPTER  MEETING 

THE SECOND MONDAY  

       SEPTEMBER  13  

    Enjoy  your Labor Day  

Weekend 

SOSD FACT SHEET 
“Stand Down” is a military term 

for time of rest and recovery for 

exhausted combat units. Today, 

“Stand Down” refers to the 

grassroots, community-based  

intervention program designed to 

help our nation’s disadvantaged 

and homeless veterans ’combat’ 

life on the streets.  Currently  

each year there are over 100 

Stand Downs scheduled around 

the United States. The concept of  

óa hand-up, not a hand-outô is 

carried out through the work of 

the thousands of volunteers and 

organizations across the nation.  

The first Stand Down was held 

in San Diego during the sum-

mer of 1988, and is still hap-

pening every year there.  It was 

the brainchild of 2 Vietnam 

Veterans who saw that the 

homeless crisis was increasing  

amongst the veteran popula-

tion. It is estimated that over  

125,000 homeless veterans 

have received assistance from 

the various Stand Downs na-

tionwide. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Stand Down 

Our Mission Statement 

To assist those disadvantaged and 

homeless veterans of the U.S. 

Armed Forces by bringing to-

gether over 40 local, state, federal 

and other community resources to 

one location. Services include: 

V.A. medical and mental health 

screening, eyeglasses, dental, V.A. 

and Social Security benefits coun-

seling, assistance with legal issues 

through a homeless court, Sub-

stance abuse counseling and inter-

vention, employment and voca-

tional counseling, 3 meals a day, 

food stamps, haircuts, showers, a 

safe place to sleep, and cold 

weather clothing. The ultimate 

goal is to help these veterans tran-

sition into an independent, pro-

ductive life in our society.  

Local Stand Down History 


