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Doug George and Jack Miles (above right) hold protest signs during the event on Garden
Valley Blvd. Dozens of Veterans and supporters standing on the protest line (left)

We had some new faces
at the meeting; they were
Michael Doyle, Jim
Anderson and Don
"Curly" Jenson.

Doug George was sworn
in as the new Chapter
Secretary.

Those of us who showed
up on the mornings of
June 28th, 29th and 30th
had a great time at the
entrances of the VA. Ac-
cording to the media
there were about 200

people with flags and
signs present, between
both gates. There was
only positive feedback
from this 3 day event. |
found that a lot of the
public had no idea of what
was happening at the VA
and were outraged at the
proposed changes.

Jim Little talked about
the protest at the mem-
bership meeting. He gave
an update about the meet-
ings with Dr. Kizer and
the audit team, Booz,

Allen, Hamilton. The au-
dit team want to hear
from the veterans and
concerned public regard-
ing this subject, the email
address is: VARHS-
study@bah.com. Do this
soon, deadline of Septem-
ber 1.

On July 4th they had the
Re-dedication of the Vet-
erans Memorial at the
County Court-

house. Rick Freund or-
ganized and put on

Continued on page 3
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I want to share with everyone a
bit of research | have been
working on for submission to
the review committee Booz Al-
len and Hamilton looking at
what is happening at the Rose-
burg VA. | hope as you read
my notes you can put together
your own thoughts about your
recent experiences with the VA

Scott Munion

AVVA Rep

Sharon Pilson

SAVE
ROSEBURG VvA HOSPITAL
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Chapter Committee Members
v Fundraiser : Chair Jack Miles, Tom Johnson
v Communication: Chair Steve Roberts

v Membership: Chair Gary Baxman, Stephen Dick-
inson, Valerie Williams

v’ Office Manager: Gary Baxman

v Government Affairs: Chair Clancy O’Dowd, Rick
Sciapiti
v Public Relations: John Bewley

v Newsletter: Editors Rob & Caryn O’Brien, Pub-
lisher Rick Sciapiti

v’ Advertising: Chair Clancy O’'Dowd, Terry
Mooney, Rick Sciapiti

v’ Veterans Day Float:: Chair Tom Johnson, Don
Hegele

v" Avenue of Flags: Chair Terry Pilson

v Southern Oregon Stand Down : Chair Rick
Freund

v Women Veterans: Chair Jane Johnson, Sharon
Pilson

Chapter Fundraiser August
3rd at the Roseburg Bi-Mart

Hospital and email them to
VARHS-Study@bah.com.

The VISN 20 in Vancouver
Washington is the headquarters
for all Veterans medical care in
the Northwestern United States.
The VISN sends out the vibes
that Southwestern Oregon is a
frontier, not just another part of
Rural America. In looking at
many of the VA Medical Clin-
ics on the VA web site, one
would soon realize that the ba-
sis for a VA Medical Clinic
Hospital is a 160 mile radius
and 100,000 Veterans. The
Roseburg VAMC serves a Vet-
erans Population of 102,000.
This is the combined total of the
Roseburg VAMC and the White
City Domiciliary. This number
reflects very close to 10% of the
entire VISN 20s population.

Most Veterans of Southwest-
ern Oregon look to the Rose-
burg Veterans Hospital for their
medical care. Many of these
Veterans have moved to South-
western Oregon because of the
Roseburg Veterans Hospital. |
polled the officers and board
members at the Forum and 30%
moved here because of the VA
Hospital and reputation. The
Veterans community in SW
Oregon has always been com-
prised of Lane, Douglas, Coos,
Curry, Josephine, Jackson,
Klamath and Lake Counties.
This area has also included Del
Norte, Modoc and Siskiyou
Counties in N California.

With the creation of the VISN

OUR

20 in the 1990s there was an
artificial wall that went up be-
tween Jackson and Josephine
Counties creating a new ele-
ment for reporting. The White
City Domiciliary is now respon-
sible for the health care of
40,000 Veterans in Jackson,
Klamath, Lake, and a small por-
tion of Josephine Counties. The
White City Domiciliary does
not have an inpatient hospital
and in the past Veterans would
be sent to Roseburg or Portland
for hospital care.

Just the eight counties in Ore-
gon constitute an area larger
than the entire State of New
York. However, almost half of
this area is owned by the Fed-
eral Government and therefore
not habitable by the general
population. When you analyze
the number of persons per
square mile in this area based
on the 2000 census it is not 35
to 70 persons per square mile,
but 70 to 140 persons per
square mile on a county by
county basis. Remember many
Veterans have moved to this
area because of the VA Hospital
and because of the remote areas
within SW Oregon and North-
ern California.

As | write Veterans of Douglas
County are being referred to
private hospitals in Bend,
McMinnville, Springfield and
Coos Bay for Colonoscopies.
This service has historically
been done at the Roseburg VA

Continued on page 6
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a moving ceremony. The memorial
looks great. Rick wanted to thank all
the people that helped with the me-
morial, as well as those who showed
up for the ceremony.

The construction has been started on
the 50 bed homeless facility, Eagle
landing, being built on the VA Cam-
pus.

The Chapter is going to donate a nice
sized check, at least $1,200.00, to
help pay for the Southern Oregon
Stand Down. The funding for the
Stand Down had been severely cut.

The next fundraiser will be held
Aug. 3rd at the Roseburg Bi-Mart.

The 50/50 drawing
brought in $56.00 for
the Chapter, the winner
HRob O’ Brie
o1 his winnings of $28.00
7 : back to the chapter.
Rob O’Brien  The 2nd place winner
of an American Flag
Banner was Tom Johnson.

Raffle Winners: 1st Place Wildlife
Safari Tickets-Jim Anderson. 2nd
Place Die Cast USMC Truck-Brenda
Babtista. 3rd Place 25X20 US Flag-
Tom Beck-

Caryn O’Brien

]
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The Douglas County Veterans War Memorial
Dedication took place on July the 4th

donated

SO STAND nllWH

Southern Oregon Stand Down Volunteer Meetings

TUESDAY AUGUST 17 TH, 6:30PM
SATURDAY AUGUST 21 ST, 3:00 PM

VARHS AUDITORIUM-BUILDING 16

The Roseburg VA has rented the North pool at the YMCA Tuesdays & Thursdays from 2:45 pm until 3:30
pm. The first fifteen veterans signed in by admission time are going to be able to exercise in the water, so
come early. You do not have to be disabled to enjoy this privilege.

Make sure you bring your VA ID card and tell them at the front desk that you /\\/’-—\
are there for the VA class. Water temperature of the North pool is 87-89 de- Dt

grees. Pat Martin

Support Our Troops
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Commentary
DCVF President
Jim Little

The Douglas County Veterans Forum
represents the 21 veteran groups

within our County, and indirectly the
100,000 plus veterans of Southern
Oregon. The last 3 days of June dem-
onstrations at the Roseburg VA Hospi-
tal took place during a review by a firm
contracted to investigate if the medical
needs of Southern Oregon veterans
were being met by the Roseburg VA
Healthcare System. Veterans and oth-
ers met with the review Team. Veterans
are being given the opportunity of a
lifetime to voice their concerns, com-
plaints, and suggestions concerning

their VA healthcare. Articles in the
News Review have re
forthd commentary b
System and veterans. The Forum feels

a true indicator of how well the VA is
performing will come from those they
serve; the veterans. Judging from the
multitude of complaints from both vet-
erans and VA employees we feel there
must be some justification in the nega-
tive results of down -sizing and out -
sourcing of medical care. We also feel
VISN-20 does not have a good grasp of
the true number of veterans they serve.
If you are a veteran or concerned citi-
zen that does not want to see our Rose-
burg VA hospital turned into a

0gl or i fpetdi erutt c |l i
returned to a full service hospital, write
your e -mail, or find someone to do it
for you to: VARHS-Study@bah.com and
describe your experiences, concerns, or
solutions to the Review Committee.

Much hard work has taken place to
provide you this opportunity, If you ne-
glect this opportunity you will have no

ni

Continued on page 6
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A reminder to all AVVA members that we have a meet-
ing on July 26th at 6:30pm. It is being held at Abby's
Pizza on Stephens Blvd. We will be planning the Fall
Activities.

We are also collecting school supplies for the Battered
Person Advocacy Center. Bring them to the meeting or
to the August VVA Membership Meeting on August 2nd.
Caryn O6Brien

Mystery chapier memoer

Can you guess who this is ? Answer in Next
Months Newsletter, submit your pictures if you

ted \anth pr)aaﬁdi%turﬁprih@ Chapter.

een the VA '-
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Last months Mystery Member
was: John Bewley

and want it

Chapter Office Hours
Monday—Friday
10:00— Noon

Chaplain on Duty Wednesdays
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Hospital. The hospital still has this capability, but we are being herded around like a bunch of sheep. It is time to
s t a n dquiefailaving orders” . I encourage you all to question
where for appointments. We have until the first of September 2010 to write Booz Allen at VARHS-Study@bah.com
about our recent experiences with the hospital and recommendations for how it could be better. Yes, recommenda-
tions. If you have an idea, share it. Dr Kiser the head of the review team is looking at all aspects outside the box to
keep the VA Hospital alive. If you do not have email stop by the office and we can help you with your input.

If you and every friend you know do not stand up and speak your mind now, by the first of January 2011 all
that will be left at the Roseburg VA grounds is a medical clinic. Every Veteran in Southwestern Oregon needs
to join the fight now. To date we have had a very light turn out from the Veterans in Southwestern Oregon to help
with this campaign and at times | must ask myself is it worth it. The answer is yes. So, my fellow Veterans, join me
in this fight.

We are continuing to picket the VA every Tuesday morning from 0730 to 0830 hours through the 31% of August.
Bring your favorite coffee cup and join us. Invite your neighbors and friends to join us. We are also looking at some-
thing informational at the county fair. | hope to have information on this at the next membership meeting. Remem-
ber the WWI I phrase “Uncle Sam Wants You”? We | |
the front.

Tom Johnson
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Continued from page 5

justification for any complaints
about any future VA Healthcare de-
velopments after September 1, 2010.
Veterans speak up now or forever
hold your peace, stand up for what
you were promised. For further in-
formation e-mail: DCVeteransfo-

rum@aol.com
Jim Little , President DCVF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING

MONDAY Aug 9th 6:00 pm
VARHS LIBRARY

AVVA members Patti Sciapiti & Caryn O’Brien out on the protest line

and

now
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