
Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another  

Starting off with the good 

news about the so called 
charity "No Veterans Left 
Behind".   The Oregon De-
partment of Justice filed a 

lawsuit regarding the 
charity's actions.   Part of 
the settlement is for No 
Veterans Left Behind is to 
pay the Oregon Veterans' 
Home $4,800.00, plus the 
Oregon Attorney General 

is suing   for an additional 
$67,000.00 settle-
ment.   The Oregon De-
partment of Justice has 
also announced two addi-
tional lawsuits against "so 

called" veterans charities.  

  We had a great turnout, 
over 40 members, for the 
June meeting.   Dave Gib-
son came to the meeting 
to check out the group. 
Bill Bart informed him 
about the chapter.   Rick 

Hanson came back for a 
visit before he moves and 
shared how much the 
chapter helped him out.  

   The AVVA presented 
checks to Tom Rapant for 

the Veterans Assistance 
Fund,  and to Mike 

Hendricks for the Douglas 
County Veterans Day Pa-
rade Committee.  

 President Tom Johnson 
swore in Sharon Pilson as 

the new AVVA   
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Veteran Charities put on notice by State AG  

Representative.    
 
  Jack miles is doing a 
great job with the fund-

raising.   It was reported 
that the last few months 
have been very success-
ful.   The next fundraiser 
will be at Sherm's on July 
2nd & 3rd, at least the 
weather will be a lot better 

than the last time -  that 
was just way to cold!  

 
The fundraiser in Sutherlin 
brought in more than $'s, 
it let vets in that area 

know about this chapter of 
the VVA and what its all 
about, Having a Connec-
tion.  
 
The Traveling Vietnam Wall 
was in Brookings June 24th 

thru the 28th.  

The Memorial Day Ceremo-
nies turned out great, even 
the rain stopped for the 
ceremony.   The Flyover, 

twice if you count the one 
to the west of us, was 

timed perfectly when VA 
Roseburg  Director Susan 
Yeager was about to give 
the proclamation..   It al-
most seemed as if it was 
an introduction.  

  We had a special guest 

speaker from Washington 
DC, Lucretia McClen-

ney.   She is the Director 
of Department of Veter-

ans Affairs Center for Mi-

nority Veterans.   Thanks 
to local TV reporter Dan 

Bain, KPIC TV.  The east 
coast found out just how 

well Roseburg Oregon can 
celebrate Memorial Day 

and honor  its Veterans.  

Memorial Day 2010  

After the ceremony at the 
cemetery there was a 
BBQ at Stewart 
Park.   Great food, good 

company and just a fun 
time for all.  
 
There is talk of a letter 

writing campaign regard-
ing the VA Hospital and 
the changes going 

on.   There will be form 
letters that only have to  
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Chapter Committee Members 
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inson, Valerie Williams 

V Office Manager: Gary Baxman 

V Government Affairs: Chair Clancy OôDowd, Rick 

Sciapiti 

V Public Relations: John Bewley 

V Newsletter: Editors Rob  & Caryn OôBrien, Pub-

lisher Rick Sciapiti 

V Advertising: Chair Clancy OôDowd, Terry 

Mooney, Rick Hansen, Rick Sciapiti 

V Veterans Day Float:: Chair Tom Johnson, Don 

Hegele 

V Avenue of Flags: Chair Terry Pilson 
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 Chapter Fundraiser             

July 2 ð3 Sherm's                

Thunderbird Market  

Soon there will be another anniver-

sary of D-Day, the 6th of June, 

1944.  In many places in this coun-

try it will pass with little notice nor 

celebration.  It is however, a day 

that I will always remember. It is 

the day that was the beginning of 

the end of a long, brutal war in 

Europe.  I was a 10 year old boy, 

living in German occupied Holland.  

For us the war was already 4 years 

long.  Four years of countless air 

raids and bombings and strafing.  

Hundreds of hours huddling in a 

cellar, scared to death, hearing the 

planes overhead, the anti-aircraft 

guns shooting, and the bombs 

dropping.  Years when we had seen 

the Jews rounded up in Amsterdam 

and deported to places unknown to 

us at the time. Years of ever de-

creasing food rations, no private 

cars, no private radios and a news-

paper reporting only those things 

the Germans wanted us to know.  

There were rumors that evening in 

early June, that Europe had been 

invaded by the United States and 

British armed forces but news does 

not travel easily when to listen to 

the British Broadcasting Corpora-

tion (BBC) was a cause for arrest 

and the evening curfew was en-

forced at gun point.  I do remember 

my Mother telling us that if the 

rumor of the invasion was true, 

then now there was hope that the 

war would end some day.  Several 

days later the bombers came over 

again but this time they dropped 

small booklets with stories and 

photos of the invasion and we knew 

it was real.  We would have eleven 

more months of occupation.  

Months without electricity  

nor central heating in one of the 

coldest winters of that century.  

Months where food was so scarce 

we ate dogs and cats and tulip 

bulbs and grass and for a while 

sugar beets for breakfast lunch and 

dinner. Yet we were the lucky ones.  

Our next door neighbor and his son 

were executed by the Germans be-

cause they were members of the 

Dutch resistance.  More than a mil-

lion people died in those months in 

the German concentration camps.  

There are millions of people in 

France, Belgium, and Holland who 

were given a chance to live again 

because of the blood sweat and 

tears of the soldiers, sailors and 

airmen of the United States (and 

Great Britain and Canada). I find it 

so sad that so many people, both 

here in the USA as well as in 

Europe, have forgotten, or never 

learned, what the people of the 

United States of America did in 

those years.  I will be forever grate-

ful to the World War II veterans 

who gave me, and so many others, 

the chance to live in this great 

country and enjoy the 

multitude of blessings 

which one can here 

obtain.  

                 By Dirk Kruysman  

AVVA Rep  

Sharon Pilson 

Perspective from an eye witness  

Re-printed from  a D -Day  Editorial  

Congressman Peter DeFazio lead the Oregon delegation in 

writing a letter to David Stockwell the acting director of 

the Portland VA Medical Center to reconsider a new reim-

bursement policy for travel pay. The new policy which is 

slated to go into effect July 1, will require the qualified 

veteran to submit a form for reimbursement of his or her 

travel to the Portland facility. The veteran must then wait 

weeks for the reimbursement to arrive in the mail.  De-

Fazio said the new plan ñdefies common senseò  The letter 

sent out to many veterans says it will improve efficiency. 

DeFazio calls the move ñan unreasonable burdenò 
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be signed and mailed.   More to fol-

low on this item.  
 

Terry Mooney was at the meeting 
and talked about his trip to Wash-

ington DC with about 40 riders.   If 

you missed the talk about the trip 
you should be able to find it at 

541Radio.com under What's Hap-
pening.   Go to Ride to Wall.  

 
Hosia Blankenship is feeling well 

enough, and was looking pretty 

good, to start coming back to the 
meetings.   It was really good to see 

him back again.  

The 50/50 Drawing raised 

$97.00.   Jane Johnson won the 

$48.50 and then donated it back to 
the chapter.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Jane Johnson 50/50 Winner  

There was a 2nd prize, a hat do-

nated by Bill Bart of Bart's Gift Box, 

and the funny thing is he won it 

back -  so he gave it to Terry 
Mooney.                 Caryn OôBrien 

The Roseburg VA has rented the North pool at the YMCA  Tuesdays & Thursdays from 2:45 pm until 3:30 

pm.  The first fifteen veterans signed in by admission time are going to be able to exercise in the water, so 

come early.  You do not have to be disabled to enjoy this privilege.  

Make sure you bring your VA ID card and tell them at the front desk that you 

are there for the VA class. Water temperature of the North pool is 87-89 de-

grees.    Pat Martin 

The JROTC program at Roseburg High School is a great program for 

teens and young adults who may want to think about joining the mili-

tary. They teach  how to march in the military,  and do some shoot-

ing with .177 caliber rifles, during the fall and spring.  There is PT 

which some of the cadets can earn medals. Those are awarded at the 

military ball or at the annual awards banquet at the end of the year. I 

am trying to help keep the program strong. Because the numbers are 

down, Iôm trying to recruit more cadets into the program. When I was 

in it, we were struggling to get cadets signed up, and as a result the 

program was put on probation for three years.  The Department of 

the Army kept putting us on probation because they did not want the 

program to go away. After I graduated, the program was doing well. 

They were continuing to get first and second places at the drill com-

petitions. As a result the Roseburg JROTC had the privilege of holding 

the championships here in Roseburg rather than in Prineville.  

By Kala Tuttle  

VVA 805 & AVVA  BBQ for the Green Vets Home on the  

4th of July. Thanks to those who are volunteering.  

Rick Freund  puts the finish-

ing touches on the Douglas 

County War Memorial  

Championships were held in Roseburg  
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The AVVA Chapter 805 is on the move and grow-
ing.   At the May 24th meeting we planned new activi-
ties, ways to help the Vets, and up dated the summer 
and fall schedule.   If you did not make the last meet-
ing please call me with your questions, 541 -430 -0485.  

 
Patti Sciapiti represented the AVVA at the VA Memorial 
Day Ceremony, at the National Cemetery, and posted 
the AVVA Colors. Thank you Patti.  

Following the memorial ceremony was the BBQ at 
Stewart Park.   There was 210 people served.   I want 
to thank you AVVA members for all the help.   Its great 

when we join together and help each other.   It feels 
good to honor those who served our country.  
 
June 26 is the chapter yearly BBQ at Stewart 

Park.   We will start gathering around noon and plan on 
eating at 1pm.   The AVVA will provide the meat.   We 
have people bringing buns, condiments, chips, 2 sal-

ads, 2 side dishes and 1 dessert.   If you plan on com-
ing please call Sharon Pilson to see what's 
needed.   We hope for a large group.  

This year the VVA will be providing the Vet home in 
Green with a 4th of July BBQ.   Caryn O'Brien will be 
representing the AVVA.  

We are sponsoring the Douglas County Parade com-

mittee and The Assist A Vet Fund with a check for 
$100.00 each.   We have more in our budget to be 
given later this year.   We are working on a Vet Fund at 
the V.A. Hospital to help.   We will give information on 
this project when the final decision has been made.  
 

We will be helping the Battered Persons Advocacy 
Center again this year as a community service pro-
ject.   We will be gathering school supplies again to 
help the children.   You can bring items to the July and 
August VVA Meeting and the July 26th AVVA meeting.  

We had so many donations for Easter that we helped  
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Chapter Office Hours  

  Mondays             9:00 -12:00  

Thursdays          9:00 -1:00  

  Fridays               10:00 -2:00  

Can you guess who this is ? Answer in Next Months 

Newsletter, submit your pictures  if you want to stump 

the Chapter.  

Last months Mystery Member  was:  Rob OôBrien 

VETERANS POWWOW    

Grand Ronde  Uyxat Powwow 

grounds July 9 ï11  Grand Entries 

Saturday  1 PM & 7 PM Sunday 1 PM  

all the children at the shelter.   The office is open week 

days for donations.   The AVVA will help three times a 
year -  Easter, school & Christmas.  

 
Caryn O'Brien is working on putting together a Welcome 

Pack for new AVVA members as well as checking into 

AVVA pins for the members.  
 

September 27 AVVA stamp card gathering at Patti 
Sciapiti's home, at 6:30pm, sounds like a lot of fun.  

 
There has been talk and plans for an October Fall Carni-

val.   So much going on that I want to encourage every-

one to come to the next AVVA meeting.   Please bring a 
family member or friend that might like to join our 

group.  
 

We want to welcome new members: Ruth Feliciano 

(Life), Christy Mooney (Life) and Judie Oxley to our 
group.  

 
The next AVVA Meeting: July 26th at 6:30pm, Abby's 

Pizza on Stephens.   

WINSTON 4th of JULY  

PARADE  

1 PM ñCharlie Co are Grand Marshallsò 

THREE NEW AVVA MEMBERS  




