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News From the Flight Line

The last part of April
has been a moving
time. We had the first
part of Charlie Com-
ﬁany returning

ome. This was a great
sight as the parade of
law enforcement, fire
department, the Pa-
triot Guard motorcycles
and the returnin%
troops and their family
members came through
the VA Campus. We
then had the services
for John Schroeder on
April 29th at the Mel-
rose Cemetery. The
very next day the last
group of Charlie Com-
pany along with Bravo
and HHC Companies
came home.

Now I'm not a real
weepy person, but |
couldn't stop the tears,
and | don't think there
were many dry eyes in
the crowd. In fact, |

nowgn%VVA member,
I8 L4uréfce, had to
stop to compose him-
selt during his tribute to
the troops. | think the
most movmgi sight for
me was the little boy
with his bright sign that
just said "Dadddy"
printed on it.

Cl ancy O6Dowd

| am told by Gary Bax-
man that we now have
100 members. We also
have a new secretary
on board, Bren Tay-

lor. Thank you Bren for
stepping up to help out
the chapter.

Talking about helping
out the chapter.....the . |

Flag Line Welcoming the Troops

chapter was short on
the funds to rebuild

the office's new com-
puter, so Linda Mooney
wrote out a check for
$314.00 to cover the
amount needed.  That
was so awesome of her
to do that, Thank You
Linda. The previous
amount, $500.00, was
donated by an anony-
mous source, a big
hooray to you,

too. Bob Pearson at
Partech Computer Ser-
vices offered to do this
work at a very reduced
price. The new com-
puter has been hooked
up at the office as of
Friday the 14th.

Rick Sciapiti brought
Jim Fredrick to the
meeting, hope he re-
turns.  Jim served with
NATO forces in Europe
during the Vietham

Era. Even though Jim
didn't serve in Vietham,
he along with countless
others did their part on
another even bigger
front , in Western
Europe. Welcome
Home Jim.

VVA member Mike

Eakin, who is also the

Roseburg VFW Com-

mander, had a heart

attack on May 3rd. He
MilS resting at home and

~ry
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has been told to take it
easy. Our prayers and
wishes are with him for
a speedy recovery.

Joe Laurance stopped in
on his way to partici-
pate at a campaign fo-
rum to talk to the
members about the
Welcome Home for
Charlie, Bravo and HHC
Companies. On April
24th Roseburg out did
Portland, Medford and
Klamath Falls combined
with the Welcome

Home Ceremonies.  Be-
cause of this we were
chosen to put on the
event of April 30th for
the entire state of Ore-
gon.

Jason Ainsley, Projects
Director of the Douglas
County Museum ad-
dressed the meet-

mfg. Jason is an Irag/
Afghanistan, along with
Desert Storm, veteran
and was wounded in
Afghanistan.  The mu-
seum is putting to-
gether an exhibit on the
Veterans of Douglas
County, veterans who
came from and lived
here or moved here
later. It goes all the
way from the Indian
Wars to the pre-

sent. He is looking for
items, pictures, medals,
etc. to be loaned or do-

nated to the museum
from Vietnam for the
exhibit. If you need to
contact Jason, he is at
the museum on Fri-
days, or talk to anyone

Continued on page 3
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NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT

Appl anded

VVA Chapter 817 President

for Hocroism

VVA Applauds Duane Jackson, President, Vietnam Veterans of America

Chapter 817, for his Vigilance and Heroism in

Averting the

Time Square Bombing

(WASHINGTON,DC)i i Ther e ar e a bfAuwiec hc oonfgruast ul ate VVA Chapter 81
di sabl ed vets selling h e rsen,forlasridilansesadd his quiclsresgonsedahisliseedt ang
vigilant, because we al | other example bf adw Vietnaeealecans, so siany years af-
free said Duane Jackson, president, VVA Chapter ter their military service, con
817, to theNew York Times, in the aftermath of said John Rowan, national president, Vietham Veterans of
his heroic action, which averted a major terrorist America.
atrocity, on Saturday, May 1.
On a busy Saturday night in New
an unidentified white male in his 40s, drove a Nissan Path-
_ finder into the heart of the crowded theater district and fled.
Ast. Chaplain  AVVA Rep Jackson, who was nearby selling Fshirts, alerted the police
—g % when he heard suspicious sounds and saw smoke coming
from a car, which was left with its engine running and its
hazard lights flashing.
Police and bomb disposal experts defused the car bomb,
packed with fireworks, containers of gasoline and propane
canisters. The power of the explosives, if ignited, police
Scott Munion  Sharon Pilson sources noted, would have created a terrorist atrocity of
great magnitude, with a fAdeath
Chapter Committee Members enormous. 0 Jacksonds vigilance
. . . of lives.
V Fundraiser : Chair Jack Miles, Tom Johnson Vietnam Veteran Duane Jackson
V Communication: Chair Steve Roberts
V Membership: Chair Gary Baxman, Stephen Dick-
inson, Valerie Williams
V Office Manager: Gary Baxman
VGovernment Affairs: Chair CJancy 006D
Sciapiti
V Public Relations: John Bewley
VNewsl etter: Editors Rob & KCaryn 06O
lisher Rick Sciapiti
VAdvertising: Chair Clancy e+t

Mooney, Rick Hansen, Rick Sciapiti

V Veterans Day Float:: Chair Tom Johnson, Don
Hegele

V Avenue of Flags: Chair Terry Pilson

V Southern Oregon Stand Down : Chair Rick
Freund

V Women Veterans: Chair Jane Johnson, Sharon
Pilson

Veteran Appreciation Night Saturday
May 29th Douglas County Speedway
(Veterans Free with Military ID)

Chapter Fundraiser
*Tuesday Junelst 9 -5
Sutherlin Bi  -Mart




Flight Line continued

State Council Holds Elections

else at the museum. He also
talked about another on going
project, Library of Congress Pro-
Ject.  The Library of Congress is
making a record of photos, in-
terviews,DD -2146s and
objects to put in the archives for
future researchers. This will
start the 1st week of November.

The Douglas County Commis-
sioners issued a proclamation
declaring a National Volunteer
Week, April 18th thru April

24th.  After reading it they gave
it the VVA for all of the volun-
teer activities that they have
done. The county thinks the
VVA has done a great job.
Johnson made the comment
that this Proclamation should
have been given to Tom Knight
since it happened on his watch.

Tom

Looks like the 55 units for the
homeless is going to hap-

Pen. By law it has to be 51%
or veterans, but the people in
charge stated that they can fill it
100% with vets if it were here
today.

The State Counsel held their
elections. The officers

are: President Tom Owen, Vice
President Dick Gorbe, Secretary
Ron Morgan, Treasurer Clyde
Evans and Sergeant of Arms
Francis Rowan.

Jim Willis, Director of the Ore-
on Department of Veterans Af-
airs is working on changing
some laws: 1. Oregon Law
states Gold Star Parents that
have lost all of their children in
conflict are entitled to live in the
Oregon Vets Home. He wants
to change it to one child. 2.
Since the DAV vans can not be
used for wheelchair patients, he
wants a voucher system initi-

ated so they can use an access -

To Participate in the Museum
Project Contact Jason Ainsley
at the DC Museum:
cplainslie@yahoo.com

ablevan. 3. Working on get-
ting a Vietnam Veterans Day
recognized by the state of Ore-
gon.

o t IDeschutes County started up
a Veterans Court. This is
where judges, attorneys, etc.
volunteer time so vets with is-
sues can go to a court that un-
derstand their issues. A stag-
gering 25% of all incarcerated
people in Deschutes County are
veterans. It may be something
Douglas County can get in the
future.

Mary Newman says she is proc-
essing about 600 claims a
month in her office. The of-
fice could use some volunteer
help.

The new term on the street is
fiVet i simobeing usedto
describe empIoKers not hiring
vets that might have PTSD.

It was reported that because of
the large numbers of returning
troops from the Middle East
that the Veterans Administra-
tion is being more lenient on
the PTSD claims and are get-
ting them through the adjudi-
cation process. Even though
they are worried about fraud
they are giving the veteran

the benefit of the doubt. So
even if you don't have a claim
in for PTSD, now is the time to
put one in.

Susan Yeager has created a
Directors Advisory Council to
help in various aspects of the

VA Hospital. By the way, Rick
Freund Is on the panel. If you
have a comment, complaint or
compliment about the facility,
write it up and give it to Rick.

The Fundraising Raffle was held
at the last meeting, and the
winners are: 1st Place (the
Commemorative Lighter) was
Chuck King, 2nd Place (the
Commemorative Knife) was

Rob O6Brien, and

Chapter
out in front of the Roseburg VA, L
ery, Steve Roberts, Jane Johnson, Pat Martin, Paula
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ghe Commemorative Coins) was
an Hudson. The 50/50 drawing
for $44.50 (total amount raised
was $89.00) was won by Max
Schubert, he donated his winnings
back to the chapter.

Don't forget the Memorial Day Ac-
tivities.  If | missed some of the
news I'm sorry, so | encourage
you to attend the meetings and
etitall.  Lastly, | want to thank
the great Baristas at the Garden
Valley Blvd. Starbucks, without
ghem this column would never get
one.

Caryn

Wel c o me
-R Monte Montgom-

Me mber s

Barber, Tom Johnson, and Doug George

Patri ot Guard Riders
VVA Member and County Commissioner Joe
Laurance is seen leading the escorts, riding in the
car with DC Sheriff John Hanlin
3rd
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START ENJOYING MORE OF YOUR LIFE %

wler Services
SALES * SERVICE » NETWORKING + TUTORING
Bob & Sherry Pearson

672-4785 bob@mdpartech.com

Terry “Sparky” Mooney
Linda “Liberty” Mooney
Patriot Guard Riders —
Southern Oregon District Co-Captains

Terry Cell # - 541-817-7673
Linda Cell # - 541-817-7646
Email: linda.mooney@earthlink.net
www.patriotguard.org

Patti Sciapiti
= m&\)u\’/ Demonstrgttor
SIAIP. 541-057-1374
L | orpattigo@msn.com

treating perionulized greeting cards,
- n’sg:cpboots, and gifts

Creative Photo Journaling

Roseburg Rusiness Reg # BR-2003-051 / OR State # 447835582

Large selection of VVA items

Barts Gift Box, Inc
i

Military Patches - Hats - Pins - Vests - Jackets
Flags - Medals - Ribbons
Owner & VVA Membert?
RBill Bart

b

Law Enforcement Duty Gear
Full Line of Rifles, Handguns
& Shooting Supplies

"
& Donne & S Estwn Moo (551) 0728342
V) TV SE utlarton 5t Fax: [347) 8735004
\ 170 Bex 038 Tok Prw (00R) 672-6343
= W Ryingicudrading oom

For Cash

Old Guns * Ammo * Knives * Swords

Coins & Collections * Watches * Gold * Silver
Old Fishing & Haunting Gear

Your Local Bayer For 30 Years

W Diamond Dan's W/
423 SE Oak St Roseburg, Oregon 97470 (541) 672-2761

Buying
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.~ BROWN'S SHOE FIT COMPANY
$10 Off Coupon !

1/ Use this coupon to save $10 on any regular price shoe in stock.
AR *SALE ITEMS NOT INCLUDED*

h\:xﬁ_.- Do you have a frequent buyer card? The 9th pair is always FREE
= (Good on items $49.95 and up)

526 SE Jackson Street Roscburg, OR 97470 541-672-1311

$10

o

$10

Vicki Hegele Manager Welcome Home Veteran
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