
Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another  

On March 17th NBC's Mak-
ing A Difference, a seg-
ment they run on the Na-
tional Nightly News, had a 
story about a woman, 

Lorraine Melgosa.    
 
     The thing that makes 
Lorraine Melgosa special is 
she travels thousands of 
miles with her Percheron 
horse and her glass en-

closed caisson taking 
fallen warriors to their fi-
nal resting place.  

     For 5 years now, cov-
ering 4 states she will 
leave her farm in Colorado 

Springs, CO.   She expects 
nothing in return for what 
she calls "Her duty to do 
so".   She may not expect 
anything in return, but I 

feel she reaps many re-
wards for the honor she 
gives to the fallen and 
their families.  

     I hear that Vietnam 
Veterans Day was a suc-
cess.   The one thing I kept 

hearing about was how 
wonderful Gloria Roberts' 
cake was.   She really put 
the work into it and had it 
looking like the U.S. 
Flag.   Thank you Gloria.  

 
     At the meeting Dona 
Brewer spoke about the 
passing of Donna Mae 
Smith at 90 years 

old.   Donna Mae Smith 
was the 1st female bugler 
in the military.   She 
passed away on April 3rd 
and her memorial service 
was held April 7th.   She 
was a very important part 

of this community for 20 
years and will be missed 
deeply.  

Dona also spoke about the 
Women Veterans  

News From the Flight Line  

May  2010                                                                                                                         Vol 3 Issue 5  

Next Chapter Meeting           Monday  May 3 rd  -  7 PM             VARHS Auditorium  

Rob OôBrien                 Jack Miles 

Board       Members  

Valerie Williams   Clancy OôDowd 

Womenôs Chaplain    Board Chair 

Don Hegele       Stephen Dickinson 

Sgt At Arms                     Chaplain  

Secretary                      Treasurer  

Paul Basso              Gary Baxman 

Tom Johnson         John Bewley 

President           Vice -President  

CHAPTER    OFFICERS  

Welcome to the Mike Healy Umpqua Valley  

VVAVVA Chapter 805 Newsletter 

570 SE Jackson St. #2      Roseburg, OR 97470         541 -229 -3456  

Email: vva805@mdpartech.com   website: vva.org/vvachapter805.html  

Monday May 31st  

over  

May is upon us already.  I want to thank John Bewley for stepping up on short notice to run the 
last membership meeting.  John I heard you did a great job. THANK YOU JOHN.  I was really 
under the weather.  Jane and I have both been down for about 3 weeks.  It seems like every time 
we have ventured out for any length of time, we pay the price the next day. 

 Thank you to Jack Miles and all of you who stepped up to help with our back to back fund raisers.  
It sounds like we did really well.  I canôt wait to hear Jack tell us how much that really was.  Jack 
has taken a lot on to his shoulders with the fund raising effort and still can use everyoneôs help. 

Okay, now on to all the new regional news.  The 30th of March there was a round table held re-
garding the changes taking place in the Roseburg VA.  Some of the guests around the table in-
cluded US  US Senator Ron Wyden, US Representative Peter De Fazio, Dr Susan Pendergrass the 
Director of VSN 20 (the Northwest Region of the VA Healthcare system).  The main result is that 
Senator Wyden and Representative De Fazio sent a letter  to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
requesting a halt to all changes at the Roseburg VA until an independent review          conôt Pg 3 

Roseburg VA National Cemetery  1100 AM 

Picnic  to follow at Stewart Park  



 At the May chapter meet-
ing we will pass around 
the food sign -up sheet for 
the Cinco de Mayo 
party.   So guys, start writ-

ing those poems for your 
wife (or mother) for the 
party's contest!  

     The April elections 
were postponed until May, 
so here is your chance to 
show up and vote if you 

didn't make it in April (like 
me).  
        Sharon Pilson has 

issued a Letter of Intent to 
run for AVVA  Representa-
tive.  

Sharon Pilson 4/17/2010  

 

142 N. E. Kirby Ave.  

Roseburg, Oregon 

97470  

 

Phone (541)430 -0485  

E-mail: 

SPTropiceel@gmail.com  

 

To Whom It May Con-

cern:  

 

I, Sharon Pilson submit 

this letter of interest to 

A.V.V.A.  

Let this letter express 

my intentions of run-

ning for a two year 

term as Chapter 805 

Representative.   I am 

an active member of 

Chapter 805 A.V.V.A.  

Conôt on Pg 6 

FLIGHT LINE conôt from page 1 

Veterans Conference.   10 
-  15% of all vets in the 
nation are women and 300 
women vets are in Ore-
gon, 2 of them are 

WASPS.   They are in their 
80's & 90's and live in 
Medford.   $2001.00 was 
raised and they kept the 
$1 for seed money for the 
next 2 yrs.   They also had 
a special service for the 

119 service women who 
have died in Iraq & Af-
ghanistan.  

The new members present 
were Doug George, Robert 
Oxley and Larry 
Wade.   Larry is a life 

member that transferred 
in to our chapter from 
Southern California.  

   On April 14th at the 
County Commissioners 
meeting the DCVF put for-
ward 2 new names for the 

Douglas County War Me-

morial, in front of the 
County Courthouse.   They 
are David A. Mudge, US 
Navy and Joshua Leng-
storf, US Army.   They 

were accepted.  

Rob and I didn't make it to 
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the forum at the VA 
(although we sure heard 
about it), so we will leave 
the information about the 
forum to those that were 

there.  (see Pg 3)  

May the 1st at Autzen 
Autzen Stadium is "Salute 
the Troops and Family 
Day" from 10 am to 4 pm, 
for a Ducks Game. Free to 

Vets.  

 
     Roseburg is a step 
closer to getting the Vets 
housing.   Although we 
came in second we will still 
have one,  granted 
smaller.   I have been told 

that it is easier to get an 
ok to expand that it is to 
get the  ok to build one, so 
at least its a start. Leba-
non still needs to get the 
matching funds.  

 The  Veterans Day Parade 

Committee could still use 

more help.   Terry Pilson 
announced the need for 
more volunteers for the 
Southern Oregon Stand 
Down, as well as The Ave-

nue of the Flags.  

UCAN needs volunteers to  

Caryn OôBrien 

work the 
Letter Carrier Food 
Drive.   You will be work-
ing in the warehouse sort-

ing & stocking the 
food.   We will not be out 
following the carriers like 
last year.  
 
     Roseburg High School 
ROTC won the Champion-

ship.   This is especially 

sweet since Roseburg 
High was on the verge of 
dropping this program 
because of its low number 
of members.   Speaking of 

the ROTC at Roseburg 
High, I was told of a loss 
to the program.   The 
horse they use for the 
"Riderless Horse" at me-
morial services passed 
away.   They hope to have 

another ready for the Me-
morial Day activities.  

     The 50/50 drawing 

was won by Sue 

O'Dowd, she won 

$41.00   
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    A recent NR Front Page article about 

the veteranôs forum on March 30th spon-

sored by US Senator Ron Wyden is 

somewhat misleading. The meeting 

which took place in the VA Auditorium 

on Tuesday March 30 , was a result of 

the efforts of many Veteran advocates in 

our community. Last fall the Douglas 

County Veterans Forum, (the DCVF is a 

group comprised with all of the congres-

sionally chartered Veteran organizations 

within Douglas County, including VVA  

805 and other veteran support agencies) 

having heard of the rumors surrounding 

the VA Roseburg Healthcare System, and 

the reduction in services, asked VA Rose-

burg  Director Susan Yeager to speak to 

them.  She agreed, and addressed the 

regular meeting of the DCVF. She was 

upfront and dispelled many rumors that 

were floating around the veteran com-

munity. Most were pleased with the out-

come of the meeting, and it was consid-

ered a success by many.    

       Following that meeting, there were  

details of the questions we covered that 

could only be answered at a higher level 

in the chain of command. As a result of 

discussion within the leadership of the 

DCVF, a letter was written inviting VISN

-20 Director DR Susan Pendergrass to 

address the Forum. (VISN-20 is the 

Northwest Regional VA area of Washing-

ton, Oregon, along with parts of Idaho 

and Northern CA) Dr Pendergrass re-

ports to VA Secretary Shinseki in Wash-

ington DC. The DCVF received a letter in 

response that said her schedule con-

flicted with our meeting date, and that 

maybe in the future we could meet. It 

was then that Senators Merkley and Wy-

denôs office became involved, and the 

ongoing controversies surrounding the 

VA were made public. The result was  a 

stop in reduction of services; which was 

initiated by VA Secretary Shinseki him-

self.  There were many news reports 

about these events between the Oregon 

delegation and the VA secretary. 

  I      know as a fact that things have been  

brewing a long time within the veteran 

community of Douglas County. There 

have been countless veterans and spouses 

who have written personal letters to Sena-

tor Wyden, Merkley, and Congressman 

DeFazio, asking for answers about the 

future of VA health care at the Roseburg 

Hospital.  There have also been letters to 

public forums in  newspapers and most 

recently there was an op-ed piece from a 

doctor who formerly worked at the VA. He 

spoke strongly of the disparity within the 

medical treatments received in the ER, 

and the qualifications of the staff.  I have 

to say speaking as a former US Army heli-

copter mechanic, when there is unusual 

noise in the aircraft systems, it demands 

immediate attention. I believe the veter-

ans of Douglas County are making noise, 

and we have been heard. 

   One final note, the meeting would have 

never happened if it wasnôt for the veter-

ans who have written letters, those who 

have called our political leaders and the 

united front of  VVA and the 20 other vet-

eran organizations within our county, 

directed by the DCVF. 

Douglas County Veterans get audience with 
Oregon Delegation & VISN-20 Director   

By Rick Sciapiti, Secretary of the Douglas County Veterans Forum  

can be conducted.  It is my understanding the VA has since hired a firm to conduct that review.  My hat is off to Rick S for the hours 

he must have spent transcribing the minutes of the meeting. 

   April 18 th just before 1:00 PM we received word that Roseburg has been selected for one of two Oregon cities for the new Veteranôs 

Homes.  Yes, that is the good news.  Lebanon, Oregon was also selected.  The Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs will be build ing 

two facilities of 125 beds each.  Lebanonôs will go up first and Roseburgôs facility at the VA will follow.  There are some Legislative ac-

tions that have to take place before everything is finalized.  Commissioner Joes Lawrence will be in contact with the Department of 

Veterans Affairs in Salem on April 19th to learn all of the details.  We look forward to hearing from him first hand at the next meeting 

what all the details are.  Thank you Joe for all your hard work getting this project to this point.  I would also like to tha nk those that 

attended all those Friday morning breakfasts with Joe at Elmerôs brain storming and developing the plans to get this project thi s far.  I 

know some of our brothers and sisters that helped are:  Tom Rapant, Dona Brewer, and Rob Sheppard to name a few.  Thank you all  

who helped.                                                                                                                                                                              Continued on Page 6  
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Large  selection  of  VVA  items  



Veterans  Day Parade 

committee meetings, 

May 5,  3 PM DC Court-

house Room 311 volun-

teers needed  

Douglas County Veter-

ans Forum Meeting May 

18th  5:15 PM Legion 

Hall Roseburg  

May 15th Mothers Day / 

Cinco De Mayo Chapter 

party VFW Hall Rose-

burg 3 PM Sponsored 

by the AVVA  

SOSD Meeting May 27 

6:30 PM VA Library -

Building 16  

Memorial Day  May 31st 

VA  Ave of Flags ï Rose-

burg VA National Ceme-

tery ï BBQ Picnic Stew-

art Park Pavilion  

 

Important Dates to Note  Page 5 

Chapter Office Hours  

  Mondays             9:00 -12:00  

Thursdays          9:00 -1:00  

  Fridays               10:00 -2:00  

Jim Littleôs  ñBrotherhood of Doomò: Memoirs of a  Navy 

Nuclear Weaponsman (BookLocker.com, 440 pp.) is an ex-

tremely detailed look at the authorôs long Navy career, which in-

cluded being involved in the Tonkin Gulf incident during one of 

his five Vietnam War deployments.   Congratulations Jim !  

Chapter Member Jim Little  has his 

book reviewed in  the March -April 

VVA National  Magazine  

Chapter members volunteer at the Bi-Mart  

 Fundraiser 

Can you guess who this is ? Answer in Next 

Months Newsletter, submit your pictures  

if you want to stump the Chap-


