
Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another  

The VVA are known as the 

"Go to Guys" in Douglas 

County. 

 

We had new members, Janice 

Mills and Robert Taylor in 

attendance at the February 

Meeting. 

 

The VVA Office will host an 

Open House on March 29, 

Vietnam Veterans Day. Snacks 

will be provided by AVVA 

members.  So spread the 

word!  

 

Rick Freund announced that 

there will be a re-dedication of 

the Veterans Memorial, at the 

Douglas County Courthouse, 

on July 4th at 9am.  He also 

mentioned that Stand Down 

will be held here at the Rose-

burg VA on September 17, 18 

& 19.  It is noted that  Ret. 

Gen. Shinseki, who heads the 

VA, along with Congress has 

put into motion a plan to end 

Veterans Homelessness in the 

next 5 years.  Rick believes 

that its going to take maybe 

20 years instead.  The veter-

ans are the largest portion of 

the homeless numbers.  

 

Donna Brewer of American 

Women's Veterans Assn. 

talked about their fundraiser 

on March 20 for the women 

veterans conference. Time is 8 

- 10am at Applebee's.  Tickets 

are $7.00.  They need volun-

teers. 

 

Robert Taylor, a new member, 

came to talk about working for 

the Census Bureau for this 

census count.  They are hiring, 

you will be paid $12 - $13.50 

per hour as well as $.55 @ 

mile.   The people of Douglas 

County need to be counted 

where we have 17% unemploy-

ment.  In Green it is est. 34% 

unemployment.  

 

Tom Johnson presented the 

Veterans Trophy from the 

Veterans Day Parade to Bob 

Pearson for the Brown Water 

Sailors Float. 

News From the Flight Line  

We are gathering Easter items to be put into 

Easter Baskets for the children at the Bat-

tered Persons Advocacy.  Please bring these 

items to the March 1st Meeting. 

*No Homemade items Please* 

       There will be a Cinco de Mayo/Mothers 

Day  party.  Mexican theme food, and a 

Mothers Day Poem Contest.  Guys you will 

need to write a poem for your wife or 
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mother, remember you will have to read them 

aloud.  It will be held May 15th at 3pm in the 

VFW Hall here in Roseburg. 

     The AVVA will be helping Jane Johnson with 

her Women's Veterans Committee. 

     The Better Chance Scholarship applications 

are available. 

      AVVA members please attend the monthly 

meetings; we have our meetings then as 

well.  We will be having our AVVA Representa-

tive Election at the April Meeting, so please 

attend.  

                           Caryn OôBrien 



Once again it is my honor to 

say hello to the Members of 

VVA 805.  We all suffered 

through our first meeting to-

gether and I hope they will be 

more informative and 

shorter  in the future.  Your 

leadership will be using email 

and the news letter to keep 

you better informed of Vet-

eran issues and events occur-

ring in our chapter and the 

greater Douglas County area. 

I am very pleased that many of 

you stepped up to volunteer 

for many of our committees.  

Since the last board meeting, 

Jack Miles and Gary Baxman 

have worked hard setting up 

most of this yearôs fundraising 

events.  Jack Miles and I still 

need a few of you to help us 

with the fundraising.  We need 

a few that can help us at the 

membership meetings.  We 

want to make pins, patches 

and member items available 

during our monthly meetings.  

We will have sign up sheets  

for the fundraisers in the back 

of the room this next meeting.  

Please help us by taking a few 

minutes to look these over and 

sign up for what you can.  

Fundraising takes all of us, so 

please help  We are going on a 

membership drive this year.  

We would like to double our 

membership in the next two 

years.  Members are our life 

blood.  Without members we  

Cpl James Lee Moore ï A Tribute Long Overdue  

On January 26, 2005 Marine 

Corporal James Lee Moore 

was killed in action while 

serving in Iraq.   On January 

26, 2010 he was honored at 

his gravesite at the Roseburg 

National Cemetery.  Members 

of his family and friends wore 

white T-Shirts with his picture 

on them as they gathered 

around his gravesite. 

 

Members of the Patriot Guard 

assembled at the Albertson's 

parking lot on Edenbower 

Blvd. in Roseburg and rode 

through the city streets and 

onto the VA Hospital and on 

to the cemetery.  People who 

couldn't ride met at the ceme-

tery where they joined in pay-

ing tribute to a Fallen Ma-

rine.  I along with other mem-

bers of Vietnam Veterans of 

America were proud to be 

there to carry our nation's flag 

to help honor James.  Candles 

covering James gravesite were 
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lit by his family and friends, 

and then each of us who were 

carrying a flag were given the 

opportunity to light a candle 

in James' honor.  I was truly 

honored to do so as I'm sure 

the others were also.  Mem-

bers of the military and local 

ROTC members were there as 

well. 

 

His sister came up to me and 

the other flag bearers who 

formed a semi-circle around 

his grave, shook our hands 

and thanked each one of us 

for being there - there to pay 

tribute that was five years 

overdue, as the Patriot Guard 

had not been formed in 2005. 

This was the second tribute to 

a fallen serviceman I had at-

tended in January of this 

year.  I, along with other 

members of VVA and the 

community at large also at-

tended the memorial service 

for Joshua Lengstorf held 

January 16th.  He was killed 

in Afghanistan on January 

3rd.  This makes two local 

tributes in the space of ten 

days.  While I will attend any 

such tributes when asked, this 

should serve as a reminder to 

everyone of war's truly high 

cost.  While it is vital to sup-

port our troops, we here in 

Roseburg truly honor and 

support our troops, I hope 

that they come home safe and 

very soon.  

Rob O'Brien 

Continued on page 6 



on Armed Forces Radio and eventually 

served in Saigon as the "Good Morn-

ing, Vietnam" DJ.  

 

At the 2009 National Convention in 

Louisville he received the VVA's Excel-

lence in the Arts Award. 

On January 21st Pat Sajak, host of Wheel 

of Fortune, appeared on Celebrity Jeop-

ardy.  Each celebrity had a charity they 

played for; Pat Sajak designated his 

$55,300.00 winnings to Vietnam Veter-

ans of America. 

Pat Sajak, himself a Vietnam Veteran, 

joined the Army in 1968 where he DJ'ed 

And on that same note: The commit-

tees need volunteers.  Please sign up to 

volunteer!   Letôs not make the same 

ten people do it all, it a well known fact 

- We have fun!!!!!!  

 

                                            Caryn O'Brien   

Douglas County  

Veterans War Memorial  

near completion  

Dedication set for July the 4th  

Worth Mentioning -  former AFNVN DJ donates winnings to VVA  
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Rick Freund reported at the 

chapter meeting that the Doug-

las County Veterans Memorial 

restoration project is near com-

pletion. All of the  memorial 

plaques  except for the Korean 

War  plaque are re-cast and re-

mounted on the memorial wall. 

The dedication is planned for 

July  the 4th 2010 at 9 AM.  

  On a similar note, the Douglas 

County Veterans Forum along 

with the Veterans Service Office 

have established guidelines for 

future additions to the memo-

rial. The guidelines have been 

approved by the Douglas 

County Commissioners.  The 

deceased or missing in action 

person must have listed as 

ñhome of recordò on their 

enlistment  documents; Douglas 

County or a community within 

Douglas County itself. 

Pictures of the new Vietnam War causalities plaque and the re-dedication plate. 

Both plates along with the rest of the restoration can be seen in front of the 

Douglas County Court House. 
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