"I now know why men who have been to war yearn to reunite. Not to tell stories or look at old
pictures. Not to laugh or weep. Comrades gather because they long to be with the men who once

acted at their best; men who suffered and sacrificed, who were stripped of their humanity. I did
not pick these men. They were delivered by fate and the military. But I know them in a way I
know no other men. I have never given anyone such trust. They were willing to guard something
more precious than my life. They would have carried my reputation, the memory of me. It was
part of the bargain we all made, the reason we were so willing to die for one another. As long as [
have memory, I will think of them all, every day. I am sure that when I leave this world, my last
thought will be of my family and my comrades. Such good men."

Quoted from "These Good Men" by Michael Norman
This book is out of print, but some copies are available at Amazon.com

NEW MEETING PLACE 8 NEW MEETING TIME

We now have a
nice quite place to
meet. A conference
room at the Lancaster
Mall is reserved for
VVA Chapter 271 on 3
July 14th from il

6:00PM until 7:30PM.
We will have re- -
freshments and some CHAP
goodies for our meet- will need your size. This
ing, so it is important that cnﬂEM will be your only opportu-
you call 503.931.9555 and o nity to get your jacket free,

let me know you will be at so don’t miss this meeting.
the meeting.

ing to be used for the new
distinctive pin that will
soon be available to all Ore-
gon members. “Salem
Chapter 271" will appear
with the design on our
Chapter 271 jacket.

You will participate in
deciding the style of jacket
we will get. Of course, we

Come on out to this
The conference room is meeting and have some fun.
next door to the Mall Secu-
rity Office. Just down the
side corridor where the

Sports Authority is located.

Chapter 271 Members in
attendance at this meeting
will receive something simi-
lar to the sport jacket shown
at the right. It will be embla-
zoned with the new Oregon
VVA graphic which is go-

—Ron Morgan, President, Ch
271

APERMANENT
MEETING PLACE

When we meet, on the
14th, I would like to ex-
plore the possibility of get-
ting the Mall to donate a

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
vacant store for our use as an of-
fice and meeting place.

We could have our logo on the
window, invite veterans in for cof-
fee, to chat, provide information
about VA disability claims, recruit
and much more.

I could set up one of my com-
puters in such a place, connected
to the internet, so information
could be found.

—Ron Morgan, President, Ch 271

A MORE
CONVENIENT
MEETING TIME

Another thing to be discussed,
at our meeting on the 14th, will be
to find the most convenient time
for our meetings.

DAV Chapter 6 recently
changed their meeting place and
time to Big Shots Bar & Broiler,
3755 Portland RD NE. They are
meeting on the 1st Saturday each
month at 9:00AM for a breakfast
meeting.

The Vietnam Veteran, retired
army owner opens the place early,
and his top notch cook prepares a
great breakfast for a cost of $4.50-
$7.50.

This has proven to be very
popular with the members.

If you would like to explore the
idea of contacting the owner of the
Big Shots Bar & Broiler about
giving us a similar arrangement,
on another Saturday, of course, be

at the meeting and voice your
opinion.

Don, the owner has expressed
his desire to help with fund raising
projects at his place.

We could sponsor occasional
Texas Hold ‘em tournaments, pool
tournaments, breakfast feeds, and
anything else we can think of.

So, bottom line, we need you
and your ideas to get Chapter 271
out of the doldrums and back on
track — remembering the VVA
imperative, “Never again will one
generation of veterans abandon
another”.

We need YOU to make a differ-
ence for veterans.

—Ron Morgan, President, Ch 271

2009 VVA
CONVENTION

The VVA Convention this year
will be in Louisville, KY July 27th
-August 2nd.

I’1l be leaving for Kentucky on
the 15th to attend DAV Com-
manders & Adjutants training in
Cold Spring (across the river from
Cincinnati, OH) July18th-21st.

We can discuss how you want
the chapter to vote on resolutions,
etc. at our meeting on the 14th.

As Secretary of the Oregon
State Council, I can vote as a State
Officer. The chapter has one dele-
gate vote, so if one of you want to
attend the convention, you can
vote the chapter vote.

The State Council will give a
chapter up to $1,300 to subsidize
the delegate’s travel and lodging
expenses. Is anyone interested?

—Ron Morgan, President, Ch 271

COMMUNICATIONS

One of the best ways to get in-
formation out is via email. If you
haven’t been getting email from
me, it is because I don’t have your
email address. If you would send
me your email address, mine is
rhmorgan@usa.net, [ will add you
to the mailing list so you can be
kept informed on the issues and
legislation that affect your veteran
rights and benefits.

We have a web page on the
VVA Oregon State Council web-
site. The URL for our site is
www.vva-or.org. News and many
helpful links can be found there. I
know, because I am the webmas-
ter.
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I also built and maintain a web-
site for you and all Oregon veter-
ans concerning Federal and State
veteran related legislation. It is
called “Legislation for Veterans,
Plain ‘n Simple”, imagine that!
Just go to URL www.vetbill.info.

—Ron Morgan, President, Ch 271
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